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Nowhere else will you find high-quality professional 

development training dedicated to enhancing and 

promoting sound government financial management

than at the GFOA’s Annual Conference. 

We’re here to help you navigate through the 

new normal in government finance. 

Our commitment is to deliver the latest information 

on best practices, help you develop technical and 

managerial skills, and learn how to address serious fiscal

pressures in your jurisdiction at an affordable cost. 

The strength of our program combined with plenty of

networking opportunities will help you reach your goals.

Why Attend?

Register today to take advantage of discounts at 
www.gfoa.org
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Preliminary Schedule of Events

Sunday, May 22, 2011 • (3 CPE credits)

   1:30 p.m. to 2:20 p.m. Concurrent Session #1 (1 CPE credit)

   2:40 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Session #2 (1 CPE credit) 

   3:50 p.m. to 4:40 p.m. Concurrent Session #3 (1 CPE credit)

   5:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Welcome Reception

Monday, May 23, 2011 • (8 CPE credits)

   8:30 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. General Session (2 CPE credits) 

   10:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. Concurrent Session #4 (2 CPE credits) 

   12:10 p.m. to 1:10 p.m. Lunch with Your Colleagues

   1:30 p.m. to 3:10 p.m. Concurrent Session #5 (2 CPE credits) 

   3:30 p.m. to 5:10 p.m. Concurrent Session #6 (2 CPE credits) 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 • (6 CPE credits)

   9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. General Session (1 CPE credit)

   10:20 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Concurrent Session #7 (2 CPE credits) 

   12:15 p.m. to 1:40 p.m. Annual Business Luncheon 

   2:00 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. Concurrent Session #8 (2 CPE credits) 

   4:00 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. Interactive Working Groups (1 CPE credit)

   7:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Texas Fest featuring Lester Meier Rodeo, 
   details on page 11.

Wednesday, May 25, 2011 • (4 CPE credits)

   8:30 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. Concurrent Session #9 (2 CPE credits) 

   10:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. Concurrent Session #10 (2 CPE credits)

For updated program information, visit www.gfoa.org

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
200 E. Market Street,

San Antonio, TX 78205
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“For me, the GFOA annual conference has always been memorable, whether it be a 
keynote speaker, a particular session, or the location. It’s also a chance to see old 
acquaintances and make new ones, from around the country. It all makes the 
learning fun.”

– Timothy Pope, CPA, Finance Director, City of Middleburg Heights, Cleveland, Ohio

“The GFOA conference gives us an opportunity to network with industry professionals 
and provides invaluable resources so that we can serve our communities better.”

– Veronica Carrillo, Public Utilities Manager, City of San Antonio, Texas
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Conference Overview

The annual conference includes general sessions 
on Monday and Tuesday mornings that feature 
recognized leaders in the government finance 
profession and offers concurrent sessions that 
address topical issues in government finance.

Our conference attracts attendees who strive to 
improve current practices and who see innovation 
as the key to high performance government. They
bring a willingness to share ideas and experiences 
as well as a readiness to network to take home the
best ideas from their peer finance officers at the 
conference.

While in the exhibit hall, be sure to stop by GFOA’s
Products and Services Booth to keep up to date on 
recent GFOA activity. A GFOA staff member will be
available at all times to answer any questions you 
may have on membership, publications, training, 
and GFOA’s technical recognition programs. Authors
of GFOA’s latest publications will be available at the
booth during various times.

The GFOA’s Certified Public Finance Officer 
program continues with the administration of all 
five examinations on Friday, May 20. Technical 
and administrative support for the program is 
provided by Radford University’s Governmental 
and Nonprofit Assistance Center. For an application
packet, please go to the certification section on 
the GFOA’s Web site at www.gfoa.org or call 
Radford University at 540-831-6734.

Program

Concurrent Sessions

GFOA’s Products and 
Services Booth

Certification Examinations

Exhibit Hall

Create your own curriculum from among concurrent
sessions in seven tracks offered over three days.

Sessions cover the following areas:

• Accounting, Auditing, and Financial Reporting
• Budgeting and Financial Planning
• Capital Planning and Economic Development
• Debt Management
• Pension and Benefit Administration
• Technology and Digital Government
• Treasury Management and Investment

See the latest innovations from exhibitors offering
management- and finance-related products and 
services to local, state, and provincial governments.
The GFOA’s exhibit hall is open Sunday through
Tuesday. Visit www.gfoa.org for a list of current 
exhibitors or information on exhibiting.

Interactive Working Groups

On Tuesday, May 24 from 4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m., 
you will have an opportunity in a mid-sized group 
setting to focus on more concentrated topics 
affecting day-to-day challenges.
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Hot Topics
Accounting, Auditing, and 

Financial Reporting
Budgeting and Financial Planning

Capital Planning and 
Economic Development

Debt Management

Sessions and discussion groups will cover the
full gamut of recent developments that are likely
to affect accountants and auditors who practice
in the public sector. Individual sessions will be
devoted to the most recent guidance from the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (e.g.,
new standards on the financial reporting entity,
financial instruments, OPEB, public/private 
partnerships, and bankruptcies; major proposed
changes in how employers account for the cost
of pensions; technical clarifications from the 
latest edition of the Comprehensive Implementa-
tion Guide ) and the GFOA (e.g., the forthcoming
2011 Governmental Accounting, Auditing, and
Financial Reporting and common reporting 
deficiencies). Sessions also will cover the latest
developments in public-sector auditing from 
the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, the Government Accountability 
Office, and the Office of Management and
Budget. Still others will explore aspects of 
internal control, internal audit, and fraud 
prevention.

Finance officers must help elected officials and 
public managers frame the hard choices that
must be made during challenging fiscal times.
They must also provide a decision-making
process that brings democratic legitimacy and
technical expertise and rigor to the financial
strategies that result from budget deliberations.
Sessions will focus on helping finance officers
lead the way to financial health and will address
topics relevant to formulating a balanced and
sustainable budget, such as building a budget
around community priorities (rather than last
year’s spending plan), long-term forecasting
under conditions of uncertainty, and incorporat-
ing constructive community engagement into
budgeting. Sessions will also cover subjects
about operating a balanced budget through the
year, such as variance analysis and cash flow
monitoring, methods for structured review of
program and service efficiency, and performance
management.

With solutions in municipal borrowing evolving
and the SEC increasing its focus on this area,
governments will be paying close attention to
debt management challenges and opportunities.
Sessions will offer new and small government
CFO practitioners information on navigating
through fiscally sound debt practices and 
understanding the current market dynamics. 
Updated best practice debt management policies
will be highlighted throughout the sessions, in
addition to market analysis and new federal 
laws and regulations that affect state and local
government borrowers. Sessions will feature 
experts from the state and local government
community, as well as industry experts and 
federal government officials in order to provide
attendees with timely and appropriate 
recommendations.

As governments continue to face the challenge
of splitting limited revenue between many 
deserving services in the “new normal,” during
the short term, they must not lose sight of 
the long-term implications of these decisions. 
Communities continue to rely on aging infra-
structure that is increasingly strained to provide
essential services safely, reliably, and cost effec-
tively. To provide a greater return on these assets
and meet future challenges, the finance office
must strategically approach capital investments
and asset management. Speakers will present on
current issues facing governments and discuss
both best practices and innovative ideas for 
dealing with the current infrastructure crisis.
Topics include the proper role of the finance 
officer in asset management, the perception 
of affordability and utility services, user fees 
and development charges, maximizing the value
of preventative maintenance, conservation, and
public/private partnerships.
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“A conference provides education from 
our peers through networking and 
from speakers about current and future 
financial and accounting topics. New 
mandates and expectations are discussed
and we are able to exchange our views 
and opinions with our colleagues. 
A conference is a great opportunity for 
our own professional development.”

– Kathy Raposa, CPA, Finance Director,
Town of East Greenwich, Rhode Island

“A fantastic opportunity to network 
with financial leaders from all over the
United States and Canada, to share 
common concerns and ideas, and to 
bring back great suggestions for your 
own workplace.”

– Cathy Shuman, Deputy Clerk/Project 
Coordinator, City of Monticello, Minnesota, 
and 2010 President, Minnesota GFOA
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Pension and 
Benefit Administration

The 2008 market declines, combined with the 
economic recession, have led state and local 
governments to search for additional ways of 
controlling pension and health-care costs. 
From the use of new benefit tiers to collective
bargaining strategies, the advantages and 
disadvantages of cost-of-living adjustments, 
the increased use of hybrids, and calculating 
investment return assumptions, this year’s 
pension sessions will focus on approaches to
help ensure that state and local governments 
can provide an affordable, sustainable retirement
benefit to all employees. On the health-care
front, speakers will provide the most up-to-date
information on the implementation of the new
health-care law and actions state and local 
government plan sponsors should take to 
ensure compliance while containing costs.

Treasury Management and 
Investing

Are you prepared for the next recession? 
According to recent economic reports, the
longest economic recession since World War II
is over. But to many, the economy is still frail
and vulnerable. As a result, it is expected that the
public sector will proceed cautiously to finance
projects and services that were suspended 
during the economic recession. Potential 
economic aftershocks of the recession will 
present challenges to those in charge of 
investments for some time to come.

Speakers will focus on practical public-sector 
investment strategies for the unpredictable 
economy. Sessions will address preparedness
for future potential recessions and strategies
currently being implemented by leading organi-
zations. Public- and private-sector representa-
tives will provide unique perspectives of the
successes and failures during the most recent
recession and the current recovery. Detailed 
topics will include risk mitigation, portfolio 
management, banking relations, and technology.

Technology and Digital 
Government

Is your government’s technology infrastructure
able to handle the demands technology and 
people place on it? Could a storage area network
failure happen to your government as it has to
others? This year’s technology sessions will
focus on technology infrastructure topics 
such as how to identify infrastructure risks and
weaknesses, steps governments can take to 
prevent a network outage, how to prepare for 
an outage, and what measures to take in the 
unlikely event an outage occurs. Government
technology is becoming more and more complex
as hardware, software, security, cloud comput-
ing, ERP applications, hosted applications, 
miscellaneous on-site applications, and mobile
devices all need to be managed. Speakers will
discuss their own experiences setting up sound
technology infrastructures, provide first-hand 
accounts of outages and mini-outages, and offer
suggestions about what can be done to prevent
future storage area network outages. 
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Preconference Seminars

MASTERING THE BUDGET PROCESS, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • 8 CPE Credits

WHY YOUR GOVERNMENT NEEDS AN ENTERPRISE-WIDE APPROACH 
TO RISK MANAGEMENT, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • 4 CPE Credits

THE BENEFITS OF ASSESSING YOUR ORGANIZATION’S FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. • 4 CPE Credits

Friday, May 20, 2011

Saturday, May 21, 2011

Preconference sessions are being held at the
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center

200 E. Market Street, San Antonio, TX 78205
Taking a morning session? 

A continental breakfast will be available in your session room.

Taking an afternoon session? 
An afternoon snack will be available in your session room.

Taking a full-day seminar or a morning and afternoon session? 
Enjoy a continental breakfast and afternoon snack in your session room, 

as well as a grab-and-go lunch.

The budget process can be daunting, not only in trying to balance revenues and expenditures but
from the process management side. This GFOA preconference session will cover the “blocking and
tackling” parts of budget preparation, from initial planning through completion of the budget. The
goal of this course is to help attendees minimize time devoted to process in order to maximize time
available for analysis and decision support. Methods for assuring process transparency will also be
featured. Presenters will offer structured approaches, templates, and case studies that attendees can
draw on to enhance their budget processes. The course will also highlight GFOA’s latest research
into effective budgeting approaches, GFOA’s best practices, and the GFOA Budget Awards Program.  

Many governments tend to think of risk management in terms of insurance coverage and employee
safety. However, as complex enterprises, governmental entities are subject to many types of 
risk – financial, operational, security, information management, and reputational, for example. 
Participants in this session will learn the elements of an enterprise-wide risk framework including
risk assessment, risk governance, risk infrastructure, and risk management and why an enterprise-
wide approach is essential in the current governmental environment. COSO’s perspective on risk 
management will also be discussed.

The session will feature best practice approaches to assessing public-sector financial management
performance, presented by government practitioners who have conducted their own assessments
and GFOA’s research staff. Presenters will highlight assessment tools and how their governments
have benefitted from conducting financial management assessments. As a special feature, GFOA
staff will take participants through the self assessment model that the GFOA, in conjunction with its
British counterpart, the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy, has developed for 
U.S. and Canadian governments. Attend this session to get tips for reviewing and improving your 
organization’s approach to financial management.
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FORECASTING IN UNCERTAIN TIMES, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • 4 CPE Credits

IS A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP RIGHT FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT?,  
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • 4 CPE Credits

Saturday, May 21, 2011

The GFOA’s continued research into best practices in forecasting has lead to an upgraded Muni-
Cast, an automated system that lets you and your decision makers quickly see the potential impacts 
of alternative financial strategies. This session will provide attendees with the latest information 
on effective forecasting techniques, including new forecasting practices based on research in 
probabilistic thinking. Attendees will also get hands-on practice using Muni-Cast and if you bring
your laptop, the GFOA will load it with free exercises that demonstrate new Muni-Cast capabilities 
at no cost to session registrants.

Governments are more than ever turning to public-private partnerships as a way to balance budgets
and maintain financial resiliency. This session will focus on the increasingly popular practice of 
long-term leasing of public assets such as parking spaces and toll roads and will also address 
recent trends in managed competition. Attendees will learn what constitutes an effective process, 
including valuation of assets, important contract terms, what the market views as a workable deal,
and how governments have used proceeds. Participants will also hear lessons learned and pitfalls 
to avoid from practitioners who have managed public-private initiatives.

WHAT YOUR GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT HEALTH-CARE REFORM,
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • 4 CPE Credits

The first provisions of the national health-care reform law have gone into effect, and state and local 
governments are already feeling the impact. Your organization needs to have a clear implementation
timeframe to ensure that your planning is on track, as well as strategies for putting changes into 
effect. This preconference seminar will bring together experts from government and the private 
sector to tell you exactly what you need to know about the implications and costs of health-care 
reform, the effects it will have on your jurisdiction, and the timeframe for implementation.

It is possible to earn up to 21 continuing professional education (CPE) credits at the GFOA’s annual conference.
Additional CPE credits can be earned by attending one or more of the GFOA’s preconference seminars.

The GFOA is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of
continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE sponsors. State boards of accountancy have
final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors
may be addressed to the:

                      National Registry of CPE Sponsors
                      150 Fourth Avenue North • Suite 700
                      Nashville, TN 37219-2417
                      www.nasba.org

  CPE Credits

Earn Additional CPE Credits
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GFOA Social Events
Welcome To San Antonio

Taste of San Antonio 
Welcome Reception

Sunday, May 22, 2011 • 5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center 
Foyer space – tower view/park view

We invite you to join us for a Taste of San Antonio! Take advantage of
this time to meet or reconnect with fellow attendees over appetizers in
this relaxing setting. Now is the time to network and build relationships, 
whet your appetite before dinner, and stroll through the convention 
center to the sounds of local musicians. 

The exhibit hall is open until 7:00 p.m. for all your one-stop-shopping. 
Take your time meeting exhibitors and find out more about the products 
and services they offer to help tackle today’s challenges facing your 
government or organization.  

Members of the San Antonio Visitors and Convention Bureau will be 
on hand to assist you with dinner reservations during your stay.

All attendees are welcome
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GFOA Evening Event

GFOA’s Texas Fest 
featuring The Lester Meier Rodeo
at the Freeman Coliseum
Tuesday, May 24, 2011, 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.

Ticket price includes transportation, food, beverages, and entertainment.

Adults $40.00 in advance ($50.00 on site)

Children/ teens $15.00 in advance ($20.00 on site)
Under 21

Children Complimentary
Under 5

Plan now to attend GFOA’s Texas Fest at Bexar County’s Freeman Coliseum! Put on
your favorite pair of blue jeans, dust off your boots, and get ready for an evening
filled with food, music, the rodeo, and fun!

After you arrive, take in the grounds of the Freeman Coliseum while dining on some
Texas favorites. Food and beverage stations will be spread throughout the grounds
to best serve you. Dinner will be available from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy local music, armadillo races, roller roping, and other activities before 
the rodeo. There will also be longhorn steers on site for photo opportunities. 
Then at 8:30 p.m, get ready for an action-packed rodeo featuring bareback riders,
barrel racing, and bull riding. 

Round-trip shuttle will be available from all conference hotels to the Freeman 
Coliseum.

Are you ready for the ultimate Texas experience? Buy your tickets today!
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Logistics
Easy to Get There

Taxis

Weather

Airport Shuttle Service

Rental Car

Airline Discount Codes
United

Phone number – 1-800-521-4041
Web site – United.com
Airline code – 586YZ

American
Web site – AA.com
Airline code – 6951BM

Delta
Phone number – 1-800-328-1111
Airline code – NM6JC

Rental Car Discount Code
Hertz – CV02R30006

1-888-444-1074 
or 

www.hertz.com

San Antonio’s central location makes it a convenient
destination from both the East and West coasts, and a
newly renovated international airport only 8 miles
from downtown makes access even easier:

San Antonio is centrally located in south-central Texas,
only 1.5 hours from Austin, 3.5 hours from Houston,
and 4.5 hours from Dallas/Fort Worth.

And getting around is also a breeze once you’re 
here. A concentrated downtown offers convention 
facilities, venues, accommodations, and attractions
within walking distance, while a diverse transit system
of taxis, streetcars, shuttles, river cruisers, and more
can get you anywhere you want to go.

Airport Shuttle Service – San Antonio’s official airport
shuttle provider. Regular scheduled shuttle service is
provided from the San Antonio International Airport to
the downtown hotels from 7:00 a.m. – 1:30 a.m. daily. 
Shuttle tickets are sold at the baggage claim area in
Terminal 1 and Terminal 2.

One way: $18*
Round trip: $32*
http://www.saairportshuttle.com
$2.00 coupon available online

The San Antonio International Airport is only about 
8 miles from downtown San Antonio, or about a 
15-minute taxi ride. Two to six people ride for the 
price of one. Large minivans are also available and 
can transport up to seven passengers downtown. 
Estimated fare one-way is $24 – $26*.

With 300 days of South Texas sunshine a year – 
and average annual rainfall of less than 30 inches –
San Antonio is an ideal destination during any season.
Warm summers and mild winters are complemented
by pleasant weather in the spring and fall as well.

Average daily high in May – 85 degrees
Average daily low in May – 60 degrees

*Prices subject to change.
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Registration

First discount deadline
January 31, 2011

Second discount deadline
April 12, 2011

Full registration fee required
April 13, 2011

Register today to take advantage of discounts at 
www.gfoa.org

Registration Fees Include

Guest Registration

Registration Fee Discounts

Substitutions

Cancellation and Refund Policy

Important Action DatesRegister online at www.gfoa.org
or fill out the form in this brochure 

and mail or fax it to the GFOA, 
fax: (312) 977-4806, or scan 

the completed registration form and 
e-mail it to conference@gfoa.org.

Phone registrations cannot be accepted. 
Check the registration discount dates 
and save money by registering early.

(Government entities only): 
A one-for-one substitution of a nonmember for an 
active member is allowed. If your organization has 
a current GFOA member on the staff who is not 
attending conference, a nonmember may attend in 
his or her place at the lower member rate.

Please provide the name or the membership number
of the GFOA member.

March 24, 2011:
No fee for cancellations 

received before this date.

April 14, 2011:
Cancellations postmarked after 

March 24 but by April 14 
will be refunded, less a 
25 percent service fee.

April 29, 2011:
Cancellations postmarked after 

April 14 but by April 29 
will be refunded, less a 
50 percent service fee.

April 30, 2011:
No refunds will be issued 

this date forward.

To qualify for fee discounts, payment must be 
received by the deadline dates listed.

You will receive a 10 percent discount on your 
conference registration fee if three or more people
from your jurisdiction are attending the annual 
conference (registrations must be submitted 
together). This discount does not apply to 
preconference seminars.

Join the GFOA today and receive $25 off your 
conference registration fee with a paid new 
membership.

Conference sessions and the luncheons on Monday
and Tuesday are not open to guests and children.
Guests will be admitted to the Sunday Welcome 
Reception and during designated hours of the exhibit
hall. There is no registration fee for guests or children,
but they must be preregistered.

Monday and Tuesday luncheons for delegates and the
Sunday Welcome Reception for delegates and guests.
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Reserve your room in GFOA’s hotel block and you’ll have a 
great opportunity to network with other conference attendees
outside the convention center. You’ll also have easy access to
GFOA’s Tuesday night event as shuttles will pick up from all 
conference hotels.

When you reserve your room in the GFOA hotel block, you’ll 
automatically be eligible for:*

• 5 pairs of tickets to the GFOA’s Texas Fest featuring the Lester Meier Rodeo 
on Tuesday, May 24, 2011 (5 winners)

• Gift certificates to local restaurants (10+ winners)

*Winners will be announced on April 20, 2011. If you already paid for your Tuesday night event ticket,
your expense will be reimbursed. One person can only win one prize.

The deadline date for new reservations is April 19,
2011. For best availability and immediate confirmation,
make your reservation via the Internet.

Internet:  Visit the GFOA Web site at www.gfoa.org
Phone:     (210) 207-6734
Fax:         (210) 207-6702
Mail:        GFOA Housing
                203 S. St. Mary’s St., Ste. 200
                San Antonio, TX 78205
E-mail:    Housing@visitsanantonio.com

GFOA Housing will send an acknowledgement of your
reservation. Please review all information for accuracy.
Acknowledgements will be e-mailed within 12 hours 
of reservation being processed online. Forms received
via fax and mail will be sent within 10-14 days. If you
do not receive your acknowledgement, contact GFOA
Housing.

You will not receive an acknowledgement from the
hotel.

Please book your reservation by April 19, 2011, to
book at the special GFOA rates. After April 19, 2011,
room blocks will be released and hotels may charge
higher rates. Rates are based on the number of guests
and are subject to 16.75 percent occupancy tax 
(subject to change).

Where to Stay in San Antonio
Guaranteeing Your Room Reservation

Changes and Cancellations

Requests for Suites

Housing Policies

Special requests cannot be guaranteed; however, 
hotels will do their best to honor all requests. Hotels
will assign room types upon check-in, based on 
availability.

All requests to cancel housing reservations must be
received by GFOA Housing on or before March 21,
2011, to avoid a $50 cancellation fee. Continue to 
use the GFOA Housing Bureau for all changes / 
cancellations through April 26, 2011. Beginning 
April 27, 2011, contact your hotel. All cancellations
must be received at least 72 hours prior to arrival 
or one night’s room and tax will be charged by your
hotel. Your hotel may assess a fee for departure date
changes at check in.

All reservations require a credit card valid through
May 2011 or a check guarantee at the time of confirm-
ing reservations. Requests received without a valid
guarantee will be returned and will not be processed. 

CHECK DEPOSITS: If you choose to mail a check 
deposit, it should be made out to GFOA Housing 
in the amount of $200 and mailed to GFOA Housing,
203 S. St. Mary’s St., Ste. 200, San Antonio, 
TX 78205.
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Hotel and Area Map

†Until March 1, 2011 as early bird  †† Until March 25, 2011 as early bird

                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                           Hotel                                                                                                
    Hotel                                               Code           Address                                          Single              Double

    1. Grand Hyatt San Antonio             GRH           600 East Market                              $199†                $199

    2. Hilton Palacio del Rio                   HPR            200 South Alamo                             $189                 $189

    3. Hyatt Regency San Antonio          HYR            123 Losoya Street                           $189 †                $189

    4. Marriott Rivercenter                     MRC           101 Bowie Street                            $199††               $199

    5. Marriott Riverwalk                       SAM           711 East River Walk Street             $199† †               $199

    6. Sheraton Gunter Hotel                 GUN           205 East Houston Street                  $139                 $139

    7. The Westin Riverwalk                  WES           420 West Market                              $169                 $169

All of the hotels in the GFOA housing block offer complimentary Internet service.

15
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More GFOA Information

Enhance your Library 
with these GFOA Publications

Join Today!

JOIN NOW and receive $25 OFF your conference registration fee 
with a paid new membership! Add the new membership fee directly 
to the enclosed conference registration form. Then, fax or mail us 

the membership application that is posted on www.gfoa.org. 
Questions? E-mail: membership@gfoa.org.

GFOA Research and Consulting

Training Programs

The GFOA provides practical assistance and support to
public-sector finance officers to help you better serve
your communities. Stay current with developments
and trends in the government finance profession by
uniting with our membership.

As a GFOA member, you and your organization will be
able to benefit from:

•   GFOA’s popular twice-monthly Newsletter

•   GFOA’s award-winning bimonthly 
    magazine, Government Finance Review

•   Discounts on all of GFOA’s many publications and 
    training programs, as well as on registration for the 
    GFOA’s 105th annual conference

•   Access to GFOA’s technical assistance 

•   Significant price reductions on participation in
    GFOA’s highly regarded professional recognition 
    programs, including the Certificate of Achievement 
   for Excellence in Financial Reporting Program and 
    the Distinguished Budget Presentation Awards 
   Program. 

As a major publisher, the GFOA maintains an extensive
inventory of books, e-books, manuals, guides, and
CD-ROMs on accounting, auditing, and financial 
reporting; capital finance and debt administration; 
financial management and budgeting; public retire-
ment and benefits administration; and treasury and 
investment management that is available for purchase,
with member discounts. Specialty subscription
newsletters are published on accounting, auditing, 
and financial reporting and treasury and investment
management issues.

Visit the GFOA’s e-store at 
www.gfoa.org 

for more details and to 
purchase the latest publications.

The GFOA regularly offers CPE-accredited group-live
courses, interactive Internet training seminars, and
live-streaming events on a host of topics. Courses 
are developed and taught by public finance specialists,
and are offered at the beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced levels.

Visit www.gfoa.org 
for all the latest offerings.

With its unique blend of practitioner experience and
public-sector knowledge, the GFOA combines the 
latest real world results, in-depth research, and a 
rigorous approach to develop innovative solutions 
for its clients. The GFOA identifies and promotes best
practices in government financial management and 
assists individual governments in a variety of ways:

• Fiscal first aid and long-term financial planning

• Operational assessments and departmental reviews

• Selection and implementation oversight of 
information technology solutions in finance, 
management, and operations

• Training and development of information 
technology strategic plans

• Design and implementation of performance-based 
budgeting and management programs

• Development of educational materials and training 
programs

For decades, GFOA staff has researched trends and 
developed solutions for government financial 
management in areas such as budgeting, financial
planning, financial systems, information technology,
performance management, and fiscal policy analysis.

In addition, the GFOA offers YieldAdvantage,™ a tool
that governments use to automate the process of 
investing in certificates of deposit. YieldAdvantage™
enhances efficiencies, increases competition and
yields, and promotes transparency in government.
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Washington, D.C. Representation

Technical Recognition Programs

Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting

Awards for Excellence in 
Financial Management 

Popular Annual 
Financial Reporting

Canadian Award for 
Financial Reporting

Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award

The GFOA Federal Liaison Center in Washington, D.C. represents the interests of state and local 
governments on Capitol Hill and keeps the GFOA’s members informed about federal legislation, 
regulations, judicial actions, and policies that affect all aspects of public finance. Liaison staff can 
be reached by e-mail at FederalLiaison@gfoa.org.

The GFOA encourages and recognizes excellence in financial reporting, budgeting, and financial 
management by granting awards to those governments that meet program standards. The GFOA 
sponsors five technical recognition programs:

The GFOA’s Awards for Excellence in Government
Finance recognize contributions to the practice of
government finance that exemplify outstanding fi-
nancial management. The awards stress practical,
documented work that offers leadership to the 
profession and promotes improved public finance. 
Visit www.gfoa.org for qualifications and details 
on the application process. To request information
about the Awards for Excellence program, send 
an e-mail to AwardsforExcellence@gfoa.org.

The GFOA’s Certificate of Achievement for Excel-
lence in Financial Reporting Program (Certificate
Program) has been promoting the preparation 
of high quality financial reports since 1945. 
More than 3,750 governments participate in the
program each year. Participants include govern-
ments of all levels (state and local), types (gen-
eral-purpose and special-purpose), and sizes. 
For information, e-mail Cafrprogram@gfoa.org.

The GFOA’s Distinguished Budget Presentation
Awards Program has been promoting the prepara-
tion of high quality budget documents since 1984.
Approximately 1,300 governments participate 
in the program each year. Participants include 
governments of all levels (state and local), types 
(general-purpose and special-purpose), and sizes. 
For information, e-mail BudgetAwards@gfoa.org.

The Popular Annual Financial Reporting Awards
Program is specifically designed to encourage
governments to prepare and issue a high quality
popular annual financial report. Popular annual 
financial reports can play an important role in
making financial information accessible to 
ordinary citizens and other interested parties 
who may be challenged by more detailed 
traditional financial reports. For information, 
e-mail PAFR@gfoa.org.

The Canadian Award for Financial Reporting 
Program is specifically designed to encourage
Canadian governments to prepare and issue 
financial reports of the highest quality. All 
participants are Canadian municipal governments
that follow the standards adopted by the Public
Sector Accounting Board. Top-quality financial 
reporting is essential if governments are to be 
fully accountable to their citizens and to others
with an interest in the government’s finances. 
For information, e-mail Canfr@gfoa.org.

Government Finance Officers Association
203 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2700
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1210
312-977-9700   fax: 312-977-4806

www.gfoa.org
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Top 10 Reasons to 
Visit San Antonio
      1.    Two words: River Walk!

      2.    Easily accessible with an international airport just 8 miles from city center

      3.    Popular, vibrant destination with an easily walkable downtown

      4.    Signature San Antonio venues and events rich in culture and history

      5.    A diverse culinary scene featuring first-class restaurants to meet 
            every budget

      6.    Thriving museums, galleries, and performing arts

      7.    Excitement and diversity of a major metropolis, but with the intimacy 
            and ease of a small city

      8.    Unique history made up of Spanish missions, Texas independence, 
            cowboys and the American West, as well as German settlers and 
            Victorian prosperity

      9.    Great attractions, shopping, and special events

      10.  Warm hospitality

Source: San Antonio Destination Guide for Meeting and Travel Professionals
www.meetings.visitsanantonio.com

For information on where to eat, shop, explore, 
and play in San Antonio, go to 

www.visitsanantonio.com/GFOA.

18

About San Antonio
The River Walk was expanded from 1-½ miles in 2009 to 3 miles. It will extend 
13 miles by 2014. The north extension has a lock and dam system, the only one 
in Texas, that overcomes a 9-ft rise in elevation. You can enjoy this extension by
taking a River Taxi.

– San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau
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GFOA San Antonio Checklist
� Register for conference
� Register for preconference seminars
� Reserve your hotel room from GFOA’s 

official block of rooms
� Book your flight
� Purchase your GFOA Texas Fest tickets

Interesting San Antonio Facts*
Artsy: One of the top 25 cities in the country for the arts, according to American
Style magazine. Travel Smart magazine ranks San Antonio as one of the most 
culturally fascinating cities in the United States.

Green: Sixty-eight miles of urban hike and bike trails and over 11,000 acres of
urban parks. The U.S.’s second oldest park, San Pedro Park, is in San Antonio.

Kid Friendly: SeaWorld® San Antonio is the world’s largest marine life adventure
park, Schlitterbahn, nearby, is the world’s best water park according to the Travel
Channel, and Six Flags® Fiesta Texas® is one of the most visited attractions in 
the state.

Popular: More than 26 million people visit San Antonio each year. The city is 
centrally located between the east and west coasts.

Safe: One of America’s safest and best “walking” cities.

Sunny: Three hundred days of sunshine annually and an average temperature 
of 70 degrees.

Top Visitor City: Travel + Leisure named San Antonio as one of America’s favorite
cities. San Antonio has some of the state’s most visited attractions and festivals:
The Alamo (1), The River Walk (2), SeaWorld® San Antonio (4), Six Flags® Fiesta
Texas® (13); San Antonio Zoo (14); Fiesta San Antonio (23).

Venerable: One of the American West’s oldest cities, settled in 1731 by sixteen
Spanish families from the Canary Islands. San Antonio’s rich history surfaces in 
its architecture, neighborhoods, food, culture, and traditions. The King William
neighborhood is one of the oldest historical districts in Texas.

*http://www.visitsanantonio.com/tourism-professionals/local-info/the-san-antonio-story/the-facts/index.aspx

Show Us Your Badge
Take advantage of special restaurant discounts when you show your 

GFOA delegate badge at participating establishments. 
Go to http://www.visitsanantonio.com/meeting/show-us-your-badge/index.aspx 

to see a list of restaurants. Questions? 
E-mail saconv@visitsanantonio.com or call (210) 207-6760.

Golf, Run & Tours
Please see brochure insert.
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www.gfoa.org

Register Early and Save!
105th GFOA Annual Conference

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
San Antonio, Texas
May 22 – 25, 2011

105th GFOA Annual Conference
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center

San Antonio, Texas
May 22 – 25, 2011
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